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Congratulations on your graduation.

Today 1s a day for all of you to express your sincere gratitude
to all those who have taken care of you. It is a day to
remember your parents and guardians who have supported
you, and your teachers and the university staff who have
provided you with careful guidance and support.

When you began your studies at KUIS in April 2020, the
entrance ceremony had to be canceled due to the historic
pandemic COVID19 that was spreading around the world. I
know that this was an unimaginably difficult period for all of
you who had been dreaming of a wonderful campus life. It was
a very difficult decision for me as the president of the
university to make.

During the pandemic, international travel was restricted, and
1t was not possible to study abroad or take trips overseas. The
opportunities for interaction were reduced, and the campus
life which you had been so hopefully looking forward to,
became an unfulfilling time from the moment you entered the
university. However, you all overcame these difficulties and
have come to this day. I believe that one of the major
characteristics of the students at Kanda University of
International Studies i1s that when they are faced with a
difficult situation, they have a positive attitude and make
efforts to overcome the difficulty. They are curious and
positive about life. I believe that all of you are glad you came
to Kanda, that it was an interesting place, and that you were
able to accomplish what you set out to do. What do you think?
Some of you may feel that you should have worked harder, or



you regret that you did not have the opportunity to study
abroad, but please have confidence in yourselves. The
characteristic of Kanda University of International Studies 1s
that there are many hours of classes required for language
acquisition. Especially when you were in the first and second
years, you may have felt the lack of time and mental space.
But this was a kind of training. In addition, I believe that you
have acquired the habit of learning and expressing yourself
independently due to the many opportunities for discussion
and presentation in the small classes. You should all be proud
of the four years that you have spent concentrating on your
studies, and I am sure that it will give you confidence as you
move forward in life. The diplomas that you will be receiving
shortly from the professors in your departments are proof of
your efforts.

When people with similar values gather together, it 1s good to
deepen discussions, but at times, they may become sharply
focused on their own principles, dismissing different
arguments and sensibilities, and even becoming hostile to
each other. Recently, we have seen the phenomenon of "flame
wars" on social media sites. When people who share certain
values gather and sympathize with each other, their unity is
strengthened, but when they become self-absorbed and overly
exuberant, they stop thinking and can become violent. People
are unable to look at themselves objectively. On the contrary,
they tend to emotionally justify themselves, trying to
eliminate opinions, ethics, and sensitivities that are different
from their own.

Under the founding motto of Kanda University of
International Studies, "Languages are the foundation to link
the world in peace,” you have learned languages other than
your mother tongue, and you have studied about the climate,
history, and culture of regions where languages other than
your mother tongue are spoken, and you have compared them



with your own. You have learned to accept the fact that
different peoples and regions have their own values and
cultural differences, and you have been convinced that the
foundation of mutual prosperity is to respect one another. At
the same time, you have looked at yourselves objectively and
considered your own identity. During your time at Kanda
University of International Studies, you have learned not to
be self-righteous, but to listen to others with humility, to
collaborate when you feel empathy, and to find compromise
when you are at odds. This 1s your power of connection.

I believe that from now you will have more opportunities to
meet people with different cultural backgrounds and values
in your work and personal lives. When you encounter a
situation where you are unreasonably excluded from
something different, I hope that you will exercise the "power
of connection" that you have acquired and use it not as a place
of confrontation, but as a great opportunity for innovation to
create something new, and try to come to a positive
compromise.

Remembering the founding spirit of Kanda University of
International Studies, "Languages are the foundation to link
the world in peace," let's build connections among people.

Let your greatness bloom!

Congratulations on your graduation today.
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